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Council/AFSC

• Pacific Cod
• Managing the catch

•   Assessment
•   Research 

•   BS satellite tagging
•   Cod stomachs

• Other Groundfish
• Greenland turbot
• Sablefish



State/Local

• State of Alaska
• UFA
• Resource landing tax

• NBS Communities
• Flyer on freezer longline fleet
• Research collaborations

• State of Washington
•   Washington Maritime Federation
•   B&O tax exemptions

• City of Seattle
•   Seattle Maritime Lands



Federal
• FLC Spring DC visit

• Highlights from trip
• Key topics
• Takeaways

• Seafood Harvesters of America
• Priorities, engagement

• 2020 GOA cod disaster relief
• Distribution of relief funds



Senate Commerce Committee Hearing
Nomination of Paul Dabbar to be Deputy Secretary of Commerce

Thursday, May 1, 2025

Sen. Sullivan comments – fisheries survey funding (1:28)



Trump Administration
Changes Impacting Fisheries

• Changes to date
• Funding limitations

• Spending limits, administrative hurdles
• Continuing Resolution – carryover of FY 2024 funding

• Staff reductions – early retirement, probationary employees
• Tariffs

• Changes to watch
• Capacity reduction.  Funding and staffing reductions

• NMFS, AFSC, Council

• Agency reorganization. 
• Transfer of Protected Resources to Interior
• Elimination of programs, services



President Trump FY 2026 “Skinny” Budget Request
Friday, May 2, 2025



Personnel Cuts – NMFS AK Region
April report to Council





Seafood Competitiveness E.O. – Key Excerpts

Sec. 2. Purpose. The United States must address unfair trade practices, eliminate unsafe imports, level the 
unfair playing field that has benefited foreign fishing companies, promote ethical sourcing, reduce 
regulatory burdens, and ensure the integrity of the seafood supply chain… It is vital that we now build 
upon our previous hard work with new, additional measures to promote domestic fishing.

Sec. 4. A New Era of Seafood Policy.  (a) The Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and with input from the United States fishing industry, shall immediately 
consider suspending, revising, or rescinding regulations that overly burden America’s commercial fishing, 
aquaculture, and fish processing industries at the fishery-specific level. 

(i) The Secretary of Commerce shall request that each Regional Fishery Management Council, within 180 days of 
the date of this order, provide the Secretary of Commerce with updates to their recommendations submitted 
pursuant to Executive Order 13921, to reduce burdens on domestic fishing and to increase production. 

(ii) The Secretary of Commerce shall solicit direct public comments, including from fishing industry members, 
technology experts, marine scientists, and other relevant parties, for innovative ideas to improve fisheries 
management and science within the requirements of the MSA, ESA, the MMPA, and other applicable laws.
(iii) The Secretary of Commerce shall pursue additional direct public engagement to ensure executive 
departments and agencies (agencies) are focusing core fisheries management and science functions to directly 
support priority needs that strengthen our Nation’s seafood supply chain.



Seafood Competitiveness E.O. – Key Excerpts

(c) The Secretary of Commerce shall direct the National Marine Fisheries Service to incorporate less 
expensive and more reliable technologies and cooperative research programs into fishery assessments 
conducted pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1867. As soon as practicable, the Secretary of Commerce shall expand 
exempted fishing permit programs to promote fishing opportunities nationwide. Further, the Secretary of 
Commerce shall take all appropriate action to modernize data collection and analytical practices that will 
improve the responsiveness of fisheries management to real-time ocean conditions.

(f)  The United States Trade Representative shall examine the relevant trade practices of major seafood-
producing nations, including with regard to IUU fishing and the use of forced labor in the seafood supply 
chain, and consider appropriate responses, including pursuing solutions through negotiations or trade 
enforcement authorities, such as under section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2411).

(h) Within 180 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Interior, shall review all existing marine national monuments and provide 
recommendations to the President of any that should be opened to commercial fishing.



FLC Comments on Seafood Competitiveness E.O.

The FLC supports implementation of measures identified in this E.O to:

• Optimize harvest, production of U.S. seafood, consistent with MSA,
• Develop trade policies favorable to U.S. fisheries, including for seafood sales, operations, and
• Invest in fisheries management and science tools to advance data collection and assessments.

FLC believes strongly that U.S. fisheries, especially the Alaska region are a global model of 
fisheries management that is foundational to the success of the U.S. fishing industry and the 
sustainability of our oceans and seafood. Investment in federal science and management work 
supporting our U.S. fisheries, and the federal workforce needed to perform these tasks are essential to 
U.S. seafood competitiveness. Our hope is this E.O. serves to prioritize this investment and to integrate 
new tools and actions to further support \he competitiveness of our U.S. fisheries.



FLC Comments on Seafood Competitiveness E.O.

Sec. 4(a) Regulatory Reform, Prioritization
• Electronic monitoring (EM) adoption
• North Pacific fisheries surveys

Sec. 4(c) Scientific Efficiencies, Modernization 
• Survey modernization. 
• Cooperative research

Sec. 4(e) Seafood Trade Strategy
• Maintain Russian seafood ban
• Tariff mitigation 

FLC Recommendations to the E.O.



Visit our website!

www.freezerlonglinecoalition.com
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